
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish 
Worship & Sacraments Commission 
Minutes of Meeting June 25, 2019 

 
 
Members Present: Dawn Mansour (Chair), Helena Osubor, Amy Wissel, Adriana Inman, Michael Truax, Rick Volk, Mary 
Blake, Hope Davenport 
 
Members Absent: Michael Bolek, Christine Guerin, Lisa Brown 
	
Ex Officio Present: Fr. Jim Riehle (Pastor), Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.) 
 
Incoming Members Present: Warren Smith, Yuki Lauber, Paula Vogt 
 
Special Guest: Father Simon Peter 
 

I. Gather: 7:02 PM 
A. Opening Prayer – Mary Blake 
B. Dynamic Catholic Books were passed around for members to take and read. 

 
II. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from May 28, 2019. 

A. Minutes approved with one change.  
i. Minutes for public posting approved. 

 
III. Formation 

A. Imbued with the Spirit of the Liturgy:  Insight Implementation, Always Reforming, and A Gift with Bold and 
Lasting Impact, pages 55-63 

i. Implementation of changes after Vatican II created some issues. The book should have gone 
deeper into some of these issues. 

ii. Fr. Riehle commented that it seemed like the book was making an editorial comment concerning 
the implementation of the reforms of the liturgy by the Church. 

iii. Reforms take 50 to 100 years to take place. We are still well within that time frame since Vatican II. 
It seems like the pendulum is starting to swing back to being closer to the reforms that the council 
called for in the documents coming out of Vatican II. 

iv. Mary stated that it seemed like changes varied by pastor. 
v. The Council of Trent drew a line on the way to do everything. 
vi. The Vatican I council never accomplished liturgical reform and the council was not formally closed 

until 1963 at the opening of Vatican II. Liturgical reforms were a long time coming. 
vii. The current liturgy is trying to get more people involved. The desire was to get all to participate in 

the prayer of the Mass. This does not mean that everyone needs something physically to do. 
viii. People should turn to the Catechisim of the Catholic Church when they have questions about the 

teachings of the Church. There needs to be a greater awareness among the faithful to use the 
Catechisim as a resource. 

ix. Formation next year will be on St. Teresa of Calcutta. All Councils and Commissions will use the 
same books for formation at meetings. 

 
IV. WSC Charter Renewal 

A. Charter was reviewed and three changes were made. John will send revised charter to Mary Ella, Hope, 
and Dawn. 
 

V. Updates 
A. Mary Ella – Staff Report  

i. Questions 
1. Katie Keenan is a member of the Worship and Sacraments staff.   

ii. 6:30am Mass on Tuesdays and Thursdays will begin year-round on September 5th. 
iii. September 5th, the Feast of Saint Teresa of Calcutta will be the start of the parish theme for the 

year.   
B. June Pastoral Council Meeting - Amy 

i. Campus Safety Plan 
1. Every ministry leader should receive the safety plan so they can pass it along to ministry 

members at the first meeting of the year. 



2. The Safety plan will be presented to the staff, then to pastoral associates, and then to 
ministry leaders. 

ii. A PC member was asked if there could be advance notice of special Masses, such as large First 
Communion Masses. Fr. Riehle does not like the idea. His response is no. 

iii. PC did not have anyone accept a nomination to the PC. This is unusual as the PC normally has the 
most nominations. 

1. Finance Council had extra nominations so they will approach those not selected for 
Finance Council about serving on PC. 

iv. The parish theme will be “I Thirst for You”, a quote from Saint Teresa of Calcutta. The kickoff will 
be September 5th, her feast day. 

VI. New Business 
A. Eastertide Evaluation 

i. Easter Sunday 
1. Nicely done. Very well managed. With so many people at Mass on Easter Sunday it is 

difficult to engage in the same way as other Sundays. 
2. Gym was ¾ full for both Easter Sunday Masses. 
3. Very moving how the tabernacle was introduced at the Easter Vigil. 

a. The tabernacle and stand are very nicely done. 
b. Positive comments from visitors about the tabernacle. 
c. Helena commented on how aware of Christ’s presence she is with the tabernacle 

in church. 
ii. Eastertide 

1. Fr. Riehle tied his red shoes into his homily on Pentecost. 
2. Fr. Riehle disappointed he only saw two Easter bonnets on Easter Sunday. 
3. Music was wonderful throughout the season. 

a. The use of the Lyric Psalter, which is more complicated music, sounded great.  
4. Flowers were changed out during the season to keep a fresh look, and they looked great. 
5. Sprinkling Rite 

a. Fr. Riehle’s first experience with doing the rite every week during Eastertide. 
b. By the end of the season people were ducking and there seemed to be a more 

irreverent atmosphere surrounding the rite. 
c. Fr. Riehle would prefer that the Sprinkling Rite end in the sanctuary so as not to 

have the entrance procession during the Gloria. 
d. The Sprinkling Rite was not done on Pentecost. 
e. Maybe next year it should only be done on Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday and 

Pentecost. 
6. Divine Mercy Sunday 

a. There were extra confessions leading up to Divine Mercy Sunday. 
b. Next year we should “advertise” it more. 
c. Some people were expecting confessions during the Holy Hour on Divine Mercy 

Sunday. 
7. Preaching was very good. 

iii. Pentecost 
1. Pentecost was on the same day as the Festival, so there was only one lane to get into the 

parking lot. 
2. Pentecost is Holy Spirit day. 
3. The conclusion of the discernment process is on Pentecost. 

 
B. How to communicate/involve/educate congregation on the Latin chants & songs? 

i. It was decided to table this discussion until the fall. 
 

C. Father Simon Peter: Sharing about Liturgy in Uganda 
i. Diverse culture in Uganda. 40 different cultures 
ii. Church has given them permission to be diverse in the celebration of the liturgy so that the people 

can experience the Mass in their own style. 
iii. Liturgy and Mass is a joyous celebration. 

1. Dancing at appropriate times. 
2. Lively with lots of color. 
3. Entrance procession may have a special dance – especially on major feast days like 

Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, etc. 
4. Dancing when the gifts are brought up to the altar. 



a. Not only bread and wine are brought to the altar, but also food items and other 
items the people have brought for the priests. 

5. The parishes cover large geographic areas in Uganda. The Masses move around to the 
various Christian communities in the parish. 

6. In the Christian communities the people come together once or twice a week to pray the 
rosary in their homes. 

7. Only those near the parish church come to the church. 
8. There are outstations that are spread throughout the parish. 
9. During the harvest a priest will go out and bless the harvest. 
10. The catechists are men and women trained to lead prayer services because the priests 

cannot be everywhere. They do nearly the same service except for the Eucharistic part of 
the Mass. 

11. The catechists are responsible for doing much of the work throughout the parish. 
12. Catechists will conduct funerals. 
13. St. Patrick’s has 72 outstations and each outstation has 2 catechists. 
14. Outstations only have communion when a priest visits maybe 2 or 3 times a year. 
15. Baptisms are done three times a year. Easter, Assumption and Christmas time. There are 

usually as many as 30 to 50 children to baptize at a time. 
16. St. Patrick’s has two priests for 30,000 people. 
17. At St. Patrick’s they have Mass every day. 
18. The catechists are responsible for preparing the people for the sacraments. 
19. The Catechism of the Catholic Church is a key tool used by the catechist.  
20. Children nine to ten years old study for one year with the catechists before receiving Holy 

Communion. They are assessed by a priest. If they do not pass, they must spend another 
year of study before receiving Holy Communion. 

21. Confirmation occurs after first communion. The Bishop does not always get around for 
confirmation on a regular basis. One time there were 3,000 people to receive confirmation. 

22. Catechists are trained for 3 years. These are full time positions and they are supported by 
the community. They are not paid. 

23. People come to Mass to celebrate and are not in a hurry to leave. 
24. A quiet and solemn atmosphere at the consecration. 
25. Charismatic movement is very strong. Holy Spirit is very strong in Uganda. 
26. There are a lot of Pentecostal ministers from the USA that go to Uganda and give food and 

money to the people. 
27. Catholics make up 50% of the population. Muslims about 10%. 

 
VII. Dawn presented gifts for the outgoing members, Mary Ella and John. 

A. Mary Ella presented a gift to Dawn. 
B. Dawn gives all WSC members a gift. 

 
VIII. Closing Reflection – Mary Blake. 

 
IX. Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary) 
 


